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ABSTRACT 



A course organized by the United Kingdom and the 
University of Liverpool aimed at reviewing research undertaken in 
European countries, and examining its significance for the practice 
of adult education in different countries and the possibilities of 
cooperative action. The three main areas of research identified were: 
the approach to adult education, the processes of adult education, 
and the results of adult education. The delegates reached conclusions 
on the form and contents of a report on European adult education, 
bibliographical services, general research, research as a joint 
action, and cooperation and dissemination of information. They asked 
the Council to act on their suggestions if they were within its 
competence, recommend action to governments of member states where 
that was needed, and seek ways of bringing them to the notice of 
those responsible for the immediate promotion and direction of adult 
education. [Not available in hardcopy due to marginal legibility of 
original document. ] (NL) 
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PAR T' I 



REPORT 

by 

Professor Th. Kelly, 
Pirector of the Study Course 

and 

Mr. E.M. Hutchinson, 
General Rapporteur 




I. 



INTRODUCTION 
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This course is properly seen in the double perspective 
of the immediate aim of" the United Kingdom sponsors and the 
longer term intentions of the OCO's Committee foi’ Out-of-School 
Education, 



’The initiative for its organisation was taken by the 
Universities Council for Adult Education (Great Britain)., 
following tho course promoted for the CCC at Marly-le~Roi 
by the French Government in 19 6 ? on the general theme New 
Trends in Adult Education 11 . Professor T. Kelly, Honorary 
Secretary of the Universities Council, was a member of the 
United Kingdom delegation at Marly, and acted on the 
Council* s ’behalf . It was clear at that time that few of the 
generalities offered and recorded in the report on the Marly 
course were supported by concrete evidence. Furthermore, 
efforts to promote a common European strategy in the 
development of adult education within the over-riding concept 
of ^education permanent e 1. are vitiated by the absence of 
common terminologies, lack of elementary statistical and 
financial information, and mutual ignorance from country to 
country of significant and possibly relevant experiences. 

A large part of the conclusions reached by ‘the delegates 
at the Marly-le-Hoi meeting concerned deficiencies in 
provision for research and enquiry in adult education and 
in its collation and dissemination among member countries. 

The United Kingdom Government accepted representations 
from Professor Kelly, supported by his fellow delegates, 
that it could make a useful contribution to the programme 
of the 000 -s Committee for Out-cf-Bohool Education by 
mounting a study course in which the past. and present state 
of research and enquiry in European countries could be 
reviewed and the possibilities of closer collaboration ^n 
the future could be explored. From the standpoint of the 
CCC such a course was welcomed as a natural development of 
the explorations initiated at Marly-le-Hoi and continued 
in the October 1968 course mounted by the Swiss Government 
at fiUsohlikon on "The concept of adult education in tne 
affluent society: financial aspects . As Mr. Jocher 

indicated in his opening remarks, it is envisaged that the 
whole sequence will be preliminary to a major study to be 
commissioned by the CCC intended to chart the development of 
adult education on a European basis for a generation ahead. 





In an address presented on behalf of the Secretary of 
Stats for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Mr. J.D. Carswell, 
Assistant Under-Secretary of State responsible for Further 
Education, welcomed the work of the CCC and indicated the 
sustained interest of the United Kingdom Government in the two 
main planks of the CCC policy - ’Education Permanente’ and 
Cultural Emancipation. ’’Both these policies”, he said, 

”.impl5 r massive programmes of further and adult education which 
will attract the mass of people”, who, in all countries and in 
an increasingly complex world, urgently ’’need to master new 
techniques of personal and leisure life, from car maintenance 
to modern parenthood” - as well as the skills of work and 
citizenship. Much more research is needed into the motivation 
of students and the emerging pattern of needs. European co- 
operation in these, tasks is vital and has much to contribute 
to the world at large. 



II. PBE-CO UKSE DISCUSSION AND COLLECTION OF INFORMATION 

In his opening address as Director of the course. 
Professor Kelly summarised the preliminary work undertaken and 
its rotation to' earlier meetings. ’’The greatest achievement 
of the succession of Council of Europe conferences", he' noted, 
"has beer, to remind us that, in spite of differences in 
organisation and in terminology, adult education in all our 
member countries is serving the same fundamental needs. 

They are t 



- continued basic education (especially important in 
countries which still have a literacy problem ) i * 

... continuing vocational and professional e due at i on j 

aauit education directed to the rights and responsibilities 
of citizenship - local, national and international! 

- adult education directed to personal culture and 
enrichment, which some regard as the culmination of all 
the others and the purpose for which they exist. 

The emphasis differs from country to country, and 
organisation and terminology vary widely, but the more deeply 
one probes, the more important the similarities become, the 

less imoorbant the differences Once we can achieve some 

understanding of each other’s aims and achievements wo can begin 
to learn from one another." 






. t 3 - : f herlj on fche l3as -- s °f the recommendations of the Marlv- 

le-Roi course, he was invited to act as Director of this new 
course, continued Professor Kelly, ho felt it necessary to 
, f’J ri s °nie impression of what had already been accomplished 
j way of research in different countries, Fox* ' this 
purpose he corresponded with a number of scholars and 

asking to give personal opinions as to the 
pxeces^of research in adult education under- 
taKcn in their respective countries in recent years, and 

research was most needed. From the wealth 
•it- wac in answ ® r ^o this preliminary enquiry 

and A ° V tbe first fc - me to secure at least a rough 

and imperfect; impression of what kind of research was going 



becai ? e clear that if the course was not to dis- 
sipate its energies, over too wide a field, it would be 
necessary to restrict the area of research to be covered. 

af+- t !S^ aere f d ? preliminary meeting in London that* •* 
attention should be concentrated on research of more than 
local significance in the central area concerned with the 

ttlxfz te 5°uf n f situation, excluding, for example, national 
studies of historical and legislative aspects. 



i'h© of ficial enquiry addressed to national governments 
at tne* end of 1966 was therefore restricted to research 
under the headings of: 

- the approach to adult education 

- the processes of adult education 

~ the results of adult education 

with supplementary questions concerning the principal areas 
in which research is still needed. 



The inevitably late submission of some of the excellent 
responses delayed the production of the preliminary summary 
report but it had been possible to circulate also some of 
the major reports received from the national rapporteurs. 

The Summary report (EES (69) Stage %Q, 2) provided a ' 
preliminary classification of significant examples of 

research in various countries under the three main headings 
indicated above. 










III. SUMMARY REPORT 
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The summary report suggested a delimitation of the field 
of adult education implicit in the nature of the research 
reported -and in the character of the institutions promoting it. 
Characteristically it is education sought voluntarily by 
people above the normal age of completing full-time continuous 
education in < schools, colleges and universities. In general 
the agencies of provision operate outside the main framework 
of statutorily provided education or as marginal elements 
within it. This is not inconsistent with the receipt of 
financial and other assistance from state or communal 
authorities,. 

The traditional concern of adult education has been with 
personal culture and with civic and social development, but 
the recent acceptance of the need for extended and renewed 
vocational education in adult life, and the changing attitudes 
to the total process of education expressed in the concept of 
e due at log, perpianente , are modifying traditional assumptions. 

The term "research" is often loosely used. The summary 
report suggested that a distinction should be drawn, between: 

- systematic and experimental research 

- conceptual and intuitional studies 

- descriptive accounts of local activities and innovations. 

Of the first the report notes: "in the most rigorous 
sense, research implies the submission "of the hypothesis to the 
test of experiment in controlled conditions that can be 
replicated. It is notoriously difficult to undertake research 
in the behavioural sciences in such terms, and the more usual 
procedures are those of survey and sampling by the use of 
interviews and questionnaires, or the testing of matched groups 
and the evaluation of results by statistical techniques based 
on probability theory" . 

The second was defined as "the collation of already 
available information, historical and contemporary, (which) may 
reveal general trends and tendencies and the possibilities and 
limits of the diffusion of experience." 
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•^The third covers descriptive and didactic writing, 
including journal articles, memoranda, official reports, 
annual and other periodical reviews of the work of various 
agencies. .Although not constituting research in any strict 
sense, such information is immediately valuable if known to 
practitioners. It is also the basis for studies of the 
second type indicated above and is suggestive of needs and 
problems that can only be met and resolved by systematic and, 
experimental research r 



The summary report suggested a tentative classification 
of examples of reported research and studies by 'reference 
to the first two of these categories distinguished as Types A 
and B< The three main areas of research identified for 
consideration in the course were extended as follows: 

The Approach to Ad ult Education 

- Environment and sociological background 

- Public attitudes to adult education 

- Needs, interests and motives of adult students* 

T he Processes of Adult Educati on 

- Adult 1 earnin'" 

- Teaching methods 

- Communication theory 

- Group dynamics 

- Programmed learning 

The R esults of Icl ult Educatio n 

The small amount of research into evaluation reported 

did not provide a basis for sub-division of this heading. 

c 

The works chosen as exemplary under these headings are' 
listed in the summary report but they are not repeated here 
since it is a primary recommendation of the delegates that 
a working party should be constituted to examine and classify 
all the information submitted for “the course so that a full 
bibliography can be produced as early as possible. (See 
Summary of Conclusions and 11 n commendations, 2 (A)). 
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